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Positive  News:  "Bed 

Tax"  Collections  Up  In 

FirstHalf  Of  1998 

Montana's  1998  tourism  "bed  tax" 
collections  rebounded  from  a  first 
quarter  decline  with  4%  growth  in  the 
second  quarter.  This  year's  statewide 
collections  are  now  2%  ahead  of  1997 
levels  for  the  first  six  months.  Glacier 
Country  led  the  six  tourism  regions 
with  5%  growth  and  West  Yellowstone 
reported  a  14%  increase  to  lead 
Montana's  nine  reporting  communi- 
ties. For  January  through  June  1998, 
the  "bed  tax"  generated  $4.02  million 
compared  with  $3.94  million  for  the 
period  last  year. 

"With  all  the  troubling  news  swirling 
around  the  financial  markets  and 
agricultural  prices,  we  were  pleased 
to  see  bed  tax  collections  get  back  on 
the  positive  side,"  said  Travel  Montana 
Director  Matthew  Cohn. 

Following  Glacier  Country's  lead. 
Gold  West  Country's  collections 
showed  a  3%  rise,  and  Custer 
Country  was  up  2%.  Both  Russell  and 
Yellowstone  Country  held  even  while 
Missouri  River  Country  was  down  6%. 

West  Yellowstone's  collections 
growth  was  followed  by  Butte  with  an 
11%  increase,  Bozeman  was  up  8%, 
Missoula  rose  7%,  Billings  increased 
2%,  and  Great  Falls  added  1%. 


Whitefish,  Helena  and  Kalispell 
experienced  declines  of  3%,  6% 
and  7%,  respectively. 


TAG  Adopts  Bed 
Tax  Futures 

Recommendations; 

Meets  With  Governor 
November  9 

At  an  October  meeting  in  Red  Lodge, 
Montana's  Tourism  Advisory  Council 
(TAG)  adopted  virtually  all  of  the  tourism 
"bed  tax"  legislation  "fine  tuning"  recom- 
mended by  the  council's  16-member  Bed 
Tax  Futures  Task  Force.  The  task  force 
spent  five  months  studying  the  past 
and  current  uses  of  Montana's  4  percent 
"bed  tax"  and  suggested  adjustments 
for  improving  its  future  use.  The  TAG 
will  present  their  adopted  recommenda- 
tions to  Governor  Racicot  at  a  November 
9  meeting  in  Helena. 

TAG  Chair  Carl  Kochman  of  Great 
Falls,  who  headed  the  task  force,  said 
that  although  the  recommendations  "do 
not  appear  to  be  sweeping  or  dramatic 
on  the  surface,  a  very  diverse  group 
of  Montanans  looked  at  the  program, 
found  that  it  does  work  and  then 
offered  their  suggestions  for  how  things 
could  work  better." 
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The  Bed  Tax  Futures  Task  Force 
recommendations  were  listed  in  last 
month's  Travel  Montana  Update.  The 
only  task  force  recommendation  not 
adopted  by  the  TAC  involved  reducing 
Travel  Montana  fundmg  for  the 
Commerce  Department's  International 
Trade  and  Relations  Program  from 
$200,000  to  $25,000  per  year.  TAC 
members  voted  not  to  accept  this 
recommendation  because  it  would 
have  shut  down  the  trade  program. 

Information  about  the  Bed  Tax 
Futures  Task  Force  work  and  TAC 
actions  is  available  at: 
travelmontana. state. mt. us/future. htm 


Projects  In  Great 

Falls,  Deer  Lodge  and 

Glendive  Approved 

For  TUP  Funding 

The  Cascade  County  Historical 
Society  in  Great  Falls,  Friends  of 
Makoshika  in  Glendive  and  the  Powell 
County  Museum  and  Arts  Foundation 
m  Deer  Lodge  will  invest  $150,000 
in  tourism  "bed  tax"  funds  into 
infrastructure  projects  in  their 
communities.  At  the  October  meeting 
in  Red  Lodge,  TAC  members  voted  to 
recommend  Governor  Racicot  approve 
these  projects  for  funding  from  Travel 
Montana's  Tourism  Infrastructure 
Investment  Program  (TIIP).  The 
addition  of  these  projects  brings  the 
TIIP  investment  in  Montana's  tourism 
related  infrastructure  to  $1,018 
million  for  18  projects  since  the 
program  was  initiated  in  1995. 

Here  is  a  summary  of  the  three 
1998/99  TIIP  projects  and  "bed 
tax"  funding: 

•  $56,150  Cascade  County  Historical 
Society's  High  Plains  West  Heritage 
Museum  and  Archives  building 
remodeling  and  renovation. 

•  $48,850  Friends  of  Makoshika's 
Amphitheater  renovation  project  at 
the  state  park  outside  Glendive. 

•  $45,000  Powell  County  Museum 
and  Arts  Foundation's  roof  replacement 
project  on  the  Old  Montana  Prison's 
1912  Cell  House. 


IT&ME  Trade  Show 
Leads  Available 

If  you  are  interested  in  the  incentive 
travel,  business  meeting  or  corporate 
retreat  markets,  then  Travel  Montana's 
Group  Tour  Specialist  Marlee  Iverson 
has  some  information  for  you.  Marlee 
collected  a  good  mix  of  leads  from 
businesses  involved  in  this  area  while 
attending  the  Incentive  Travel  & 
Meeting  Executives  (IT&ME)  Trade 
Show  in  Chicago,  October  13-15.  She 
said  the  show  was  well  attended  and  the 
Rocky  Mountain  States  received  quite  a 
bit  of  attention.  Contact  Marlee  at  444- 
4107,  or  e-mail:  marlee@visitmt.com. 

Flathead  Valley  representative  Meredith 
Haverfield  of  Cavanaughs  joined  Marlee 
at  the  Travel  Montana  booth.  Five  other 
Montana  representatives  —  Big  Sky  Ski 
and  Summer  Resort,  Montana's  Finest 
Resorts,  Triple  Creek  Guest  Ranch, 
Rocky  Mountain  Destinations,  and  the 
Ford  Creek  Guest  Ranch  —  had  displays 
at  the  Chicago  show. 

RMi  Round  Up  Visits 

Billings,  Bozeman 
and  West  Yellowstone 

Travel  Montana's  Overseas  and  Group 
Marketing  Manager  Pam  Gosink  says 
all  went  well  vidth  this  Fall's  "Round 
Up"  organized  by  Rocky  Mountain 
International  (RMI).  The  RMI  states 
of  South  Dakota,  Wyoming,  Idaho 


and  Montana  played  host  to  20  tour 
operators  from  the  UK,  Germany, 
Belgium,  France,  Scandinavia  and  two 
USA  receptive  operators  during  the 
Sept.  20-27  event.  Pam  reports  that 
both  the  operators  and  suppliers  found 
the  Round  Up  to  be  a  productive, 
quality  experience.  She  applauded  the 
Billings  and  West  Yellowstone  commu- 
nities for  being  such  great  Montana 
hosts.  The  Round  Up  featured  two 
"Marketplace"  trade  shows  involving 
50  suppliers  in  West  Yellowstone  and 
28  in  Boise.  Following  pre-Round  Up 
"fam"  tours  in  South  Dakota  and 
Wyoming,  the  tour  operators  visited 
Billings  and  they  were  treated  to  dinner 
at  Bozeman's  Spanish  Peaks  Brewery 
while  on  their  way  to  West  Yellowstone. 
Pam  has  sent  the  Round  Up  leads  to 
the  tourism  regions  and  CVBs,  but  is 
happy  to  respond  to  any  Round  Up 
information  requests;  444-4384, 
e-mail:  pam@visitmt.com. 

Upcoming  RMI  events  include  World 
Travel  Market  in  London,  November 
16-19,  and  the  Wmter  Round  Up 
planned  for  Big  Sky  Ski  and  Summer 
Resort,  January  26-29. 


Thanks  Lisa,  Welcome 

Carl! 

Here's  Sarah! 

Billings'  Lisa  Perry  handed  the 
TAG  gavel  over  to  Great  Falls'  Carl 
Kochman  at  the  council's  October 
meeung  in  Red  Lodge.  Lisa,  THANKS 
for  your  service  as  chair  of  the  council 
for  the  last  two  years.  You  did  a  great 
job!  Carl,  welcome  to  the  leadership 
position  with  Montana's  pubUc  policy 
advisory  group  for  tourism. 

Travel  Montana's  Sarah  Lawlor  has 
taken  over  the  Montana  Tourism  and 
Recreation  Initiative  (MTRI)  Coordinator 
position,  replacing  Mary  Pipal  who 
moved  to  Alaska.  Sarah  has  been  the 
administrative  assistant  for  Travel 
Montana  Director  Matthew  Cohn. 


Travel  Montana  Calendar 

November 

9  TAC/Govemor  Meeting,  Helena 

7-11  NTA  Fall  Exchange,  St.  Louis 

13  RMI  Press  Seminar/Sales  Calls, 

Amsterdam 
16-19        World  Travel  Market,  London 
18  MTRI  Electronic  Media  Focus 

Team,  Helena 
20  Submission  Deadline  for  Apr. -Oct. 

1999  Calendar  Of  Events  Publication 

December 

3  MTRI  L&C  Focus  Team,  Helena 

5-8  ABA  Marketplace,  Milwaukee 


Alternative  accessible  formats  of  this  document 
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